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Professor Grant Gillett, Neurosurgeon and Professor
of Medical Ethics Otago University

Grant Gillett is a professor of medical ethics at the University of Otago.
He is also a practising neurosurgeon. He qualified in medicine at the
Auckland Medical School in New Zealand and while at Auckland
University qualified as a neurosurgeon and took up a post as overseas
fellow in Neurosurgery at The Radcliffe Infirmary in Oxford. He com-
pleted a D Phil in philosophy at Oxford University and was appointed to
a fellowship at Magdalen College, Oxford.

He was a member of the Otago University Ethics Committee and Otago
Regional Health Ethics

Committee for a number of years from 1988 and a member of the
National Advisory Committee on Health and Disability Service Ethics
from 1994. He was a member of the working party on The National
Standards for Ethics Committees that produced the 1991 and 1994

National Standards for Ethics Committees.

Grant is currently a member of The Ethics Committee of the Royal
Australasian College of Surgeons, the Gene Technology Advisory
Committee of the HRC, and The New Zealand Medical Association. He

is President of The Australasian Bioethics Association.

He has published widely on medical ethics and the philosophy of medi-
cine and serves on the editorial board of the Journal of Law and
Medicine, Philosophy Psychiatry and Psychology, and The New Zealand
Bioethics Journal. He is author of several books and over 200 journal
articles and original papers in scholarly books and is co-author of The
Discursive Mind (Sage), and Medical Ethics (OUP). His recent books are
The Mind and its Discontents (Oxford UP) and Bioethics in the Clinic:
Hippocratic reflections (Johns Hopkins University Press). His research
has included work on cross-cultural ethics, philosophical psychology,
and post-modern approaches to philosophy and bioethics and currently,
subjectivity in medicine, genetics and cultural realities, genetics and

behaviour and the philosophy of the Unconscious Mind.

He lectures widely in New Zealand and overseas on medical ethics and

philosophy of health care.

He was appointed a Fellow of the Royal Society in 2004.



